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Gila County Board of Supervisors held a special meeting Wednesday. The agenda began with a presentation from Craig Sullivan, who is the Executive Director of the County Supervisor’s Association (CSA).

Sullivan introduced CSA as a non-partisan forum for Arizona’s 55 county supervisors across the state’s 15 counties to address important issues facing local constituents. His presentation focused on the legislature, the state budget, and various bills they either supported or opposed.
Sullivan discussed the work CSA had done during the last legislative session to minimize the impacts on Arizona Counties as a result of dealing with the states $3 billion deficit. $10 million worth of planned impacts back in January were negotiated down to $825,000. Of the Governor’s $97 million in shifts and fund sweeps, CSA helped to reduce it to $78 million. Over all, Sullivan pointed out that the current state budget brought a $1.15 million dollar impact on Gila County.
One bill Sullivan pointed out that CSA opposed was a bill sponsored by state Senator Russell Pearce which, according to Sullivan, would have eroded the authority of the county supervisors to have fiscal oversight of the other county constitutionally elected officers. That bill did not pass, but is expected to return again in the next session.
An area of great concern to counties was the proposal by the governor’s office to eliminate the Arizona Department of Juvenile Corrections and return those inmates to county custody. The legislature approved a one year extension on the sunset day of the department, and the governor appointed a commission to study how to address this department, and how might the juvenile inmates be returned to the counties.
Mr. Sullivan suggested two ballot propositions to watch which will go before the voters in November. The two propositions will have a $459 million impact on next year’s state budget. One of the Ballot Propositions that voters will decide is whether to end the voter created bureaucracy called “First Things First”. This program was created out of the tobacco tax money and controls several million dollars as a result. The purpose of the program, among other things, is to direct parents of children birth to five to other government healthcare and welfare programs.
The second ballot proposition is whether to allow the legislature to sweep the Land Conservation Fund.
Before concluding his presentation, Mr. Sullivan announced that CSA’s annual legislative summit will take place in Thatcher on November 8-10.
The next item on the agenda was a Truth in Taxation hearing. Such hearings are required by law any time a local government intends on raising taxes. Gila County did include a two percent increase in county property taxes in this year’s budget.  Three persons addressed the board from Payson in opposition to the tax increase. One man explained that his property taxes are higher in Gila County than they were in Scottsdale, and that government services should be reduced instead of taxes increased. Another explained that many contractors have been forced to leave northern Gila County because they already cannot afford the taxes. Both Supervisor Tommie Martin and Shirley Dawson told the speakers that the tax increase had to be done because of lack of leadership at the state and due to so little private property in Gila County. A roll call vote had all three supervisors approving the tax levy increase. Deputy County Manager John Nelson said that the county has raised taxes 2 percent every year since 2004.
The board next convened as the Gila County Library District Board of Directors. Jacque Griffin presented a fiscal year budget of $1.7 million for approval. Jacque noted that the secondary tax levy of 20 cents will remain unchanged. The budget was approved.
Another public hearing was held to receive comment before approving the final budget for Gila County. No public comment was given. Board members commented, however, that 71 percent of the budget is to finance the Sheriff’s Department and the county court system. Supervisor Pastor inquired whether a new finance director had been hired yet. County Manager Don McDaniel answered that a new director had been hired and he will start Monday. With a roll call vote, the fiscal year 2010-2011 budget of $104 million was unanimously approved.
Gila County Attorney Daisy Flores personally sat in as legal counsel for the board. She addressed the last item on the agenda which was her presentation of the options for the board to proceed with filling the position of Globe Regional Justice of the Peace which will be vacated by Judge Patty Nolan upon her retirement on July 31 of this year.
Flores told the board that the person appointed to fill the vacancy must be of the same party affiliation as the currently elected judge, which in this case is Democrat. She clarified that the only qualification for holding the office is that they live in the district being served and are registered to vote. Being a lawyer is not required to hold the office. Flores also said that Presiding Judge Peter Cahill has the authority to appoint a Judge Pro Tempore until the board makes their official appointment, and that this is a separate function. Supervisor Pastor indicated that he had already talked to Cahill’s staff, and that he did not believe appointing the democratic candidate already running was appropriate. Pastor recommended that the board allow Judge Cahill to appoint a judge pro temp to serve the remaining 5 months of Nolan’s term and allow an open election to go on between the three candidates in the race. The other two board members agreed, and a motion was made and approved to allow a pro temp to be appointed, and if the Democrat candidate wins, the board will appoint him after the election to serve the last two months of the year.
Before the meeting was adjourned, Supervisor Dawson asked for a point of personal privilege since summary of current events was not on the agenda. Dawson told of the San Carlos School Board’s decision to allow Gila Community College San Carlos Campus to move their Vocational Education department to the Junior High School in San Carlos. A new Junior High School is being constructed in Peridot near the high school.

