When a person says one thing, then does another, when they tell you things are one way, and they are really another way, when they misrepresent their actions, when they conceal information to avoid the facts, they are essentially lying. The fact that these behaviors from politicians and government officials are considered standard procedure has lead to the demise of many of our rights and the American Dream. 

The faceted nature of truth allows these people to twist and turn details into the picture that they want you to see. That is why it is important to look at the basic facts, to realize that politicians and government officials are taught in ongoing trainings, trainings that cost taxpayers millions of dollars each year, taught how to spin the truth, hide that facts, and evade transparency and accountability.  

On February 24, we asked Gila County Supervisor Shirley Dawson about the ¼ of a million dollars a year the county was spending on Blackberry Cell phones for elected officials and county employees.

Dawson’s response was 

It is important for people to understand that the County Board of Supervisors does not dictate to each elected official what his or her needs may be to carry out their elected responsibilities.

Yet the very next day in a press release from Dawson’s Office, All Gila County Supervisors warn that a new bill, Senate Bill 1411, strips the board supervisors of their ability to oversee the budgets of county elected officials, and replaces it with limited authority to “approve and appropriate” those budgets. 

In an e-mail from IT Director Daryl Griffin regarding county cell phones, he says 

“Due to pooled minutes plan Gila County Bears no additional expense for Personal calls”

February’s Verizon billing statement shows an addition $570 in addition usage charges. Are you, the taxpayer, confident that the county employees who incurred those additional usage charges had only used those phones for county business and that no personal calls were made resulting in additional charges of $570, multiply that one month additional use charge by 12 and that’s $6,840 a year. At an annual salary of $72,000 maybe Mr. Griffin sees this as “no additional expense,” but for those you who make far less, who are paying your own phone bills, putting gas in your own car, struggling to get by, this additional expense in one you can’t afford!

The Verizon bill shows that Jo Lynn Chase went over her minutes in February costing taxpayers and additional $20, her phone bill for month totaling $82. A call to the Gila County Personnel department confirms that Jo Lynn Chase is not even an employee of Gila County.  One phone only listed as a coach phone ran up and additional $25 in overages. The monthly limit on this phone 400 minutes, who ever uses that phone talked 3430 regular minutes, 775 mobile to mobile minutes and 437 night and weekend minutes. And again, cell phone states show that retired constable Sam Brewer currently had 2 active cell phones paid for by you the taxpayer. 

Note that we have since discovered that a number of non-county employees, contractors, and retired personnel are provided cell phones at your expense. 54 phones remain in use and unaccounted for, as well and an undetermined amount of money spent by county employees on undisclosed “Equipment.” The February Verizon statement alone shows an additional $1,760 in “Equipment” charges. A few of those charges by
 IT Director Daryl Griffin $203, Supervisor's Staff Specialist Pam Fisher $419, Asst County Mgr /County Librarian Jacque Griffin $238,  

We requested a complete copy of that statement to see just your tax dollars had purchased, but it has yet to be provided.

After hearing that the new public works building had 3 new flat screens, our own Bill Taylor went to the public works building. He was told there was only new flat screen. Another call explained that they had lied to Mr. Taylor. I went back, with a little persistence found the other 2 tvs. 

 3 new flat screens in the new Public Works Building, the TV in the conference room cost taxpayers $2,000, the TV in Steve Strat​ton’s office cost $550 and the TV in the spare office cost $880. The cost to the taxpayers for the 3 flat screen TV’s and additional hardware just over $4,000.
