Diseased Cats Left in Filthy Home After Owner Dies

8/12/10

On July 26 deputies discovered the body of Harry Thielbar, Thielbar was found deceased among approximately 24 starving malnourished cats that had been consuming his remains.  Deputies predict the man had been deceased for approximately a month. 

They turned the scene over to assisting agencies whose job it is to remove the body and tend to the sick animals. A veterinarian on scene explains the cats were very sick and needed to be put down. 

Over 2 weeks later, over a dozen starving sick cats roam in and out of the empty home. The only signs of food on the property were two empty cans of food. One in each of two cat traps set by Gila County Animal Control. Captured in those traps were two sick scared cats left without water.

A concerned citizen tells us when she asked animal control why they were not removing these animals from the home; they said they could not catch them

When our reporter gave the two caged cats water, many of the other cats gathered around, desperate for attention and food.  

With a little effort she could have put them her car. 

The concerned citizen said that when she spoke to animal control and the health department they were not concerned. 

It is Animal Controls Job, salaries paid by taxpayers, to quickly remove these sick animals, animals that for a month been consuming human remains, living in their own urine, feces and filth. Neighbors report having seen animal control at the house only 2 times in just over 2 weeks. Meanwhile over a dozen cats continue suffer and spread disease. 

Our reporter will call Gila County Animal Control in the morning to find out when and if they intend on dealing with this situation in an appropriate manner, that is after she stops by to give these mistreated cats food and water. 

