Emerald Correctional Management

Rap Sheet

“Human Error”

· In April, 2006, two Wyoming inmates escaped from an Emerald-operated jail in Haskell, Texas.  According to an AP report, corrections officials refused to say how the prisoners escaped.  The warden was quoted as saying, “It was human error and that’s al we can tell you at this time.”  (“Two Wyoming inmates caught after escape from Texas prison,” Associated Press, 4/18/06).

Bond Fiasco in Texas
· La Salle “County Commissioners were persuaded by a lobbyist and the management team to issue $22 million in bonds to build a 500-bed prison. Although commissioners eagerly embraced the idea, they agreed to keep public involvement at arm's length. The secretiveness enabled commissioners and Emerald to reach convivial agreement without the hindrance of county legal and fiscal staff. When the public learned what transpired - that the bonds paid an outrageous 12-percent interest, underwriter fees were 6 percent, Emerald would get a flat amount for operating the prison no matter how small the inmate population, and the persuasive lobbyist reportedly received a percentage of the deal, not a fee - the public was not amused. Lawsuits ensued. It was too late to stop the bond fiasco. As part of the lawsuit settlement, however, Emerald agreed to be paid based on the actual number of prisoners. Emerald also agreed to pay the town of Encinal $50,000 and La Salle County $100,000. Both payments were part of Emerald's bid but somehow were omitted from the contract…La Salle County had to issue an additional $4.5 million in bonds to pay contractors so the work could proceed…Now open, "The facility itself used up all but a few connections-worth of our existing water supply capacity," says Encinal City Council member Barba de Chiva. "It uses - and stinks - all of our sewer capacity. Any further development is now contingent upon our spending millions of dollars to upgrade local infrastructure." (“Getting to know Emerald Companies,” Texas Civil Rights Review, 4/1/07)
Abusive Conditions
· Rolling Plains Regional Jail and Detention Center in Haskell, TX is being investigated by federal authorities after allegations surfaced of mistreatment of immigrant detainees.  These allegations were raised when a correctional officer quit over “inhumane” treatment of inmates.  The guard, Judy Morrell, alerted federal authorities about the conditions, saying “animals were treated better than the inmates…I refuse to be a part of it any more.” (“Getting to know Emerald Companies,” Texas Civil Rights Review, 4/1/07)
· A Habeas Corpus writ for the family of a detainee in the Rolling Plains facility describes women immigrants being subjected to full body cavity searches every time they met with outside visitors, “including humiliating inspections that took place in full view of male guards on multiple occasions.”  There are also concerns about denial of medical treatment.  A 17 year old was placed in solitary confinement for three months because he was the only minor in an adult facility.  When he started urinating blood shortly after his arrival, he was mocked by guards who told him he was “probably dying” and could not be saved.  His requests to see a doctor were denied for 10 days.  (“Habeas writ for Hazahza family details allegations of sexual harassment, medical neglect, overcrowding, and isolation techniques,” Texas Civil Rights Review, 2/21/07) 

Emerald Does Not Properly Screen Staff 

· Benjamin Franklin (his real name), a former guard in Emerald’s Hudspeth County Regional Correctional Facility in Sierra Blanca, TX, was charged with murdering a woman with whom he had “an on again, off again boyfriend-girlfriend relationship.”  The victim, Monica Beasley “was shot in the throat with a heavy caliber pistol.”  (“Grand Jury indicts two men in murder cases,” Midland Reporter-Telegram, 11/25/08)
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