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Tonto National Forest holds open house for 

Pinto Valley Mine proposed Plan of Operations

GLOBE, Ariz. (August 27, 2010) – Tonto National Forest officials are holding an open house to encourage public participation in development of an Environmental Assessment (EA) for the BHP activities connected to the Pinto Valley Mine proposed Plan of Operations.  

The open house will be held Wednesday, September 15, 5 – 8 p.m., at the Miami Senior Center,  506 Live Oak Street, Miami, AZ 85539-1208.  The open house format will allow for attendees to arrive at any time during the meeting.

During the open house, the public will have opportunity to view various graphics and displays, converse with subject matter experts at individual booths, and gain an overall understanding of the proposed action.  Forest Service members will also be available to discuss the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) public participation process.

The public scoping comment period for the proposed Plan of Operations is August 28 - September 27, 2010.  Public comments will be accepted until Monday, September 27, 2010.  

The activities proposed in the BHP Plan of Operations would occur on the Globe Ranger District on National Forest System lands adjacent to BHP Pinto Valley Mine property near Miami, Arizona.   The Plan of Operations addresses BHP’s need for authorization for previously authorized and/or ongoing activities and uses on National Forest System Lands related to the operation and maintenance of infrastructure and associated access, operation of environmental controls, and the long-term maintenance and possible reclamation of existing federal land uses.  These uses include previously authorized activities as well as accidental encroachments onto National Forest System lands.  The purpose of the Plan of Operations is to administratively consolidate the authorizations required to continue ongoing activities on National Forest System lands.

Participants are urged to read the Plan of Operations prior to attending the open house or submitting comments.  The proposal is available on the Tonto National Forest website at  http//www.fs.fed.us/r3/tonto/projects.
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Pinto Valley Mine Open House

The Plan of Operations will be available for review during the open house, and throughout the 30-day public scoping period.   Scoping comments can be submitted on the proposal at the public open house.  A court reporter will also be available at the open house for individuals who prefer to dictate their comments for the record.  There will be a private area set up for individuals who wish to provide their comments verbally to the reporter.

The Plan of Operations may be viewed on the Tonto National Forest website at http://www.fs.fed.us/r3/tonto/projects  and copies (print or CD) are available at the Tonto National Forest Supervisor’s Office, 2324 E. McDowell Rd., Phoenix, Ariz. 85006 or the Globe Ranger District Office, 7680 Six Shooter Canyon Road, Globe, Ariz.    

Comments may be submitted by mail, fax, or e-mail.  Your comments should be received by close of business Monday, September 27, 2010.

E-mail:


PintoValleyMineComments@fs.fed.us
Fax:


(602) 225-5295 (Attn:  Team Leader, BHP Copper, Inc.)

TNF Website:

http://www.fs.fed.us/r3/tonto/projects
Mail:


Team Leader




Pinto Valley Mine EA




Tonto National Forest, Supervisor’s Office




2324 E. McDowell Road




Phoenix, Arizona  85006

For questions about the open house or BHP’s Plan of Operations, please contact the Globe Ranger District administrative office:  (928) 402-6200.
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