Globe City Council Meeting 6-14-10

It was a lengthy night for the Globe City Council (Monday 06-14-10).
In Special Presentations, Council members Mary Ann Uhl from District 3, Desmond 'Desi' Baker from District 4, and Lerry Alderman from District 5 were sworn in. Mayor Shipley appointed Thea Wilshire as Vice-Mayor and thanked Councilwoman Casillas for her service as Vice-Mayor the past two years.
 The Council was also presented a plaque from Southwest Risk as a Workers Compensation Award for reporting only 5.2% losses for fiscal year 2008-2009.
 The Consent Calendar was approved with the correction of Council Minutes of the May 24th meeting coming back next week. The approved items included a no match $7,500.00 grant for asbestos testing on the Library, Rogues Gallery, and Tee-Pee building.
 A long discussion regarding the proposed Private Prison took place with positive and negative comments. The positive includes the possibility of the City receiving infrastructure that would upsize the downstream sewer line through the Northeast Area that could be worth $2.7 million dollars. Jerry McCreary and Melissa Woodall from the EDC emphasized that the Prison would bring close to 300 jobs to the area.
 Councilman Terry Wheeler had some observations. He said that James Parkey, when he made his pitch to the Council indicated that the State would be funding the prison. In the RFP (request for proposal) it said the State will provide a 20 year agreement that is renewable every two years. The State Legislature could remove funding at any time. As far as Bonding is concerned, that is based on being able to supply prisoners to the prison. Another issue is the fact that Corplan has a history of building prisons that have no prisoners.
Mayor Shipley indicated that City Attorney Kane Graves would be looking at every line of any contract that the City receives from Corplan. Nothing has been submitted as of yet.
Caroline Isaacs, Program Director for the 'American Friends Service Committee', a group that is critical of the Privitization of Prisons, made a special trip from Tucson to enlighten the Council on Corplan's mode of operation. She said that Corplan is in the habit of going to communities that are economically challenged and making a pitch that seems involve some questionable tactics. Isaacs offered some examples with a Corplan Rap Sheet that includes a cautionary tale of the empty "spec" prison in Hardin Montana that has stayed empty and left that small community with a bill for $27 million dollars. She warned that a Bond default could hinder future projects. There are some management or miss-management issue with Emerald Correctional Management. There is also the fact that Corplan has pitched prisons to Benson, Florence, Eloy, and Yuma... so Globe is Number Five on the list.
 The bottom line is that there is no official agreement or contract. Any agreement will be under the scrutiny of the Council and Mayor. Gila County Supervisor Shirley Dawson indicated that there would also be County involvement. There is an article on our website regarding last Friday's news conference with a link to Dan Rather's report on the privatization of prisons. Check it out in the news section of gila1019.com.
 In Action Items, the Council approved the Fourth Amended interim Emergency Fire Intergovernmental Agreement with the Town Of Miami. Progress is being made 
 The Council then approved the request for proposal for Emergency Services Costs Recovery to 'Fire Recovery USA'. They will be acting as a collection agent for the City. Ordinance Number 782 amending the City Code regarding Emergency Services Cost Recovery and Resolution Number 1578 adopting a fee schedule were both approved.
 The Council also approved the IGA between the City and Gila Community College regarding the Globe fire Station being a part of Fire Science instruction.
 In New Business, the Council approved to authorize the City Manager to publish an RFP for Sanitation Services. This is an inquiry to see if there is a more efficient way to handle refuse removal more efficiently by contracting with an outside source. It may save the City some money.
 And you thought that the updating of the City Code was fun... Now get ready for a re-write of the City's General Plan. It's HUGE and could take up to 2 and 1/2 years to complete. The State requires an update on the General Plan every ten years. We will keep you up to date on KQSS... Gila 1019.        
