
Trent Retirement Approved, Legal Defense Denied                                                                                                6-29-10

Tuesday’s special meeting by the Globe school board lasted less than an hour altogether. It began at 6 p.m. with board members going into executive session for legal advice. The public meeting portion lasted around 10 minutes. The action items were addressed with unanimous votes, without any discussion.

The one item on the consent agenda was approved, a payment voucher for $86,450.

The item that the audience came to see was the consideration of approval for Dr. Trent’s request for retirement. Board member Jacque Griffin motioned to approve the request, board clerk Frankie DalMolin seconded it, and the vote was unanimous in favor. District officials explained that Trent will receive a sum of money due by his retirement, but will no longer receive a salary from the district.

The board, however, resoundingly denied Dr. Trent’s request for the district to indemnify him and provide him legal defense.

They further approved rescinding payment of 44 days vacation from former Transportation director John Marquez.

Trent’s decision to retire averts a public reading of school district charges against him. Had charges been read, a hearing would have been set by a neutral arbiter where Trent would have had the opportunity to defend himself.

His retirement, however, does not affect the Attorney General’s investigation of his conduct as alleged by the February audit report. The board’s refusal to indemnify him from his actions alleged in the report positions the district as a witness against him, and not defending him.

Board members and district staff say they have not been served with papers from the lawsuit filed last Friday by Dr. Trent and County Attorney Daisy Flores. The plaintiffs, Trent and Flores, have 120 days to have the papers served to each of the parties named in the complaint. The defendants consist of each school board member, Dr. Ron Nelson Chief Administrative Officer, and Globe Unified School District as a government entity.

The board will meet again tonight for a regularly scheduled meeting. The meeting will take place at its usual place, which is the Rose Moffard Activity Center. The meeting will begin with a public hearing concerning the proposed 2010-2011 budget.

