
Globe School Board Meeting                                    8-4-10

Globe School Board held a regular meeting Wednesday night. This is the first board meeting since the beginning of the school year. Board members Dave Fletcher and Cayci Vuksanovich were absent from the meeting, and board clerk Frankie DalMolin acted as president.

Transportation director Aaron Gourdin requested approval from the board for a feasibility study to be performed by the City of Globe on building a new road to Copper Rim Elementary School. Gourdin said that the city will also be looking for source of funding for the road project. Bike lanes were also discussed as a part of the project. Last week the City of Globe approved the application for an ADOT grant which will allow for the creation of bicycle lanes on Maple and Fifth Streets lead to Copper Rim. Gourdin said he would report back to the board with the results of the study.

In the administrative reports, Director of Business Operations Jenifer Kinnard, reported on several issues likely to affect the district financially. She began with legislation already passed. SB 1040 will take effect in December of the next school year and it will require school boards across the state to adopt a model framework to evaluate teachers and principles. The bill requires that student growth account for 33-50% of the evaluation. The framework will be developed by a task-force made up of several organizations, including the education union Arizona Education Association.

House Bill 2385 modifies the way the district calculates its average daily membership, which determines the amount of funding they will receive from the state. The legislation requires the district to report the number of students absent at least once every 60 days. The bill changes the way funding is determined by making it based on student enrollment, and not student attendance.

Lastly, Ms. Kinnard informed the board that there is a lawsuit in progress against the state over Prop 301 monies. This is money from a voter approved increase in sales tax to give teachers a performance based bonus. With the state out of money, the 301 money was reduced in the previous fiscal year. The lawsuit by the Arizona Education Association and several school districts among other groups is alleging that the legislature acted illegally due to the 301 money being created by the voters.

The various principals reported on the successful start up at each school. A little more than 500 students are enrolled at each school this year. Over all, 140 enrollees have not showed up yet. Administrators said this could be because they enrolled at another school. It was said this is a small concern because 140 students represent a significant amount of funding lost to the district.

The most interesting report of the evening was the approval of an emergency appropriation to pay for over $100,000 thousand dollars in damages at High Desert Middle School and Copper Rim due to a lightning strike in the area on July 25. Jenifer Kinnard told the board that the insurance company has agreed to pay for all of the repair costs except for $1000. She said also that they are aware that more damages may be found in the near future.

The board approved a supplemental contract for three Career Technology teachers. The teachers agreed to give up their preparation period to hold another class for CVIT students from other districts. The reason for the addition was to keep the students on campus for at least 4 hours so they can be included in the district’s count for ADM funding from the state.

The board rescheduled the date for their board retreat to Monday, August 23 and Monday, August 30 beginning at 5:30 p.m. at High Desert Middle School, room 409, and the meeting was adjourned.

County Attorney Daisy Flores was not in attendance. However, the lawsuit filed by her and her husband Dr. Trent against the School District, Board members, and Dr. Nelson is still pending. None of the defendants have been served papers yet, but the window of time to do so has not yet passed. 

By state statute, the county attorney’s office must serve as legal counsel for the school districts in the county. Globe school district is, however, still using the services of a private law firm. Communication between the County Attorney’s office and the Globe School district ceased upon the school board’s vote to place Dr. Trent and John Marquez on Home Assignment.

Two seats on the five member school board are up for election in November. All nonpartisan nomination petitions had to be turned in Wednesday by 5 p.m. Unconfirmed reports say that there are seven candidates filed for the two seats including the two incumbents Frankie DalMolin and Anna Harmon.

The next regular meeting of the Globe School Board will be August 18 at the Rose Mofford Activity Center.


