
Another Million and a Half to Come Out of Globe School District Budget                          7-21-10

Globe School Board met Wednesday night. This was the second regular meeting held since the approval of request for retirement by Superintendent Dr. Trent. Time yet remains on the lawsuit filed by Trent and County Daisy Flores, but no word yet if any of the defendants named in the suit have been served notice.

The agenda was not all good news for the district. Lengthy discussion went on over the quality of service from the current school bus vendor. Board member Anna Harmon expressed concern on the safety of the school buses, and the mechanical maintenance being done to them. Board member Jacque Griffin suggested that a request for bid could be publish to see what other vendors are out there. The discussion spawned from a consent agenda item calling for the annual renewal of Request For Proposal to “Auto/Truck Shop” owned by John Channel. Dr. Nelson told the board that he had many of the same concerns, including the need for more detail on the bills for service. He assured the board that district staff is looking into them. The renewal of the RFP was renewed, but board members expressed that the results of the Department of Public Safety inspection of the buses could result in seeking bid from other contractors if the results are not positive.

The next item tied into the discussion. Aaron Gourdin, the district’s new Maintenance and Transportation director, presented to the board a request for permission to call for bids on two new 84 passenger school buses. Gourdin said the current fleet is aging. His plan is to use the two new buses for athletics and field trips, and to put the current two to use for running routes. Board Member Frankie DalMolin noted that two of the district’s buses are 20 year’s old, and one is 18. It was also noted that they currently have no back up buses. If one breaks down, they will have to “stack” the kids, or run double routes. The request was approved, but budgeting will have to be considered before a purchase is approved.

Gila County Superintendent of Schools, Dr. Linda O’Dell, submitted a request to the district for the development of an Intergovernmental Agreement to obtain use of the Globe High School Cafeteria to provide lunches for the students of the Globe Education Center. Globe High Principal, Cindy Paravano, expressed several concerns that she would like to have placed in the IGA. Those mentioned were, Globe Education Center students must leave the cafeteria well in advance of the scheduled High School lunches; they must clean the cafeteria before leaving; Globe Education Center students must be supervised at all times while on the Globe High School Campus; lastly, the door of the cafeteria will be locked from the outside to prevent any Globe High students from entering. 

   Superintendent Dr. Ron Nelson said that Ms. Paravano’s concerns are based on that fact that some of the Globe Education Center’s students are students that have already been expelled or on long term suspension from Globe High, and staff do not want them integrating with Globe High School students. Board president Cayci Vuksanovich said she felt they were fair concerns.

   Nelson explained that the financial agreement worked out could help to keep the cafeteria running in the black. The board approved to development of an IGA or possibly a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU), between the two school districts.

During the Superintendent’s update, Dr. Nelson reported that he had good news and bad news. The good news is that the district still have money in the capital account. The bad news was that word was handed down from the state legislature today that every school district in the state is being asked to reduce their 2010-2011 budget by $827 per student. Globe Schools having approximately 1742 students, this means around $1.5 million has to be cut from the newly approved budget. Dr. Nelson said that $1 million has already been cut from it compared to last year’s budget. Nelson told the board, however, to keep in mind that the two new school buses must remain the number one budget priority for the district.

   Nelson finished his report by introducing the new principal for Copper Rim Elementary school, Dr. Deb Starita.

The district’s athletic director, Bobby Armenta, made a presentation to the board requesting that the athletic policy manual be changed to toughen the student eligibility requirements for sports. He said that students currently can be failing on Monday, and turn in a few assignments and be eligible to play on Tuesday. Armenta suggested that failing students not be allowed to return to eligibility until grades are posted each week on Thursday, making a one week waiting period for eligibility. Armenta feels this gives a higher standard to students.

The next regularly scheduled meeting will be August 4. The School Board will hold a special retreat on August 21 for discussion of future direction. These meetings will be open to the public.


