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           The Arizona Department of Corrections has confirmed that any decisions over bids submitted by four companies to build private prisons here in our state have been delayed because of security issues raised about a privately operated prison in Kingman last month where the break out of three violent convicts occurred on July 30th.

 

           Barrett Marson, Director of Communications for the state agency, told the Arizona Silver Belt, efforts to add an additional 5,000 private prison beds has been stalled because of concerns that have developed on how the medium security private prison was being operated in Kingman. He said representatives of each of the four companies that submitted proposals to build and operate private prison complexes housing ADC inmates will be called in for more questioning about their proposals.

 

          When asked, does this mean these proposals will have to be re advertised and go out for bids again? Marson said that decision has not been made at this time. 

 

         The companies submitting proposals to the Arizona Department of Corrections, which have been under review since May 28th, were Management and Training Corporation (which owns and operates the private prison at Kingman along with another facility in Marana and 24 Job Corps Centers in the U.S), GEO Group Corrections, Corrections Corporation of American and Emerald Correctional Management Company.   Emerald, in its proposal, submitted plans to build a 1,000 bed medium prison in the city of Globe between the Gila County Fairgrounds and the San Carlos Reservation line.  The controversial Emerald project has been endorsed by the Southern Gila County Economic Development Corporation but is now actively being opposed by a group of merchants and local citizens.

 

        All top officials of Utah based Management and Training Corporation who were operating the company's medium security prison at Kingman either were terminated or removed to other job assignments as a result of a report released by the Arizona Department of Corrections on Thursday citing numerous security flaws at the correctional facility.

 

          Among the flaws was the private prison's alarm system.  Some 89 false alarms reported at the correctional facility on July 30th, the day the three convicts walked out. Ryan's agency claims there had been no maintenance on these prison alarms for the past two years and responding to these alerts was not a priority with prison workers who had become " desensitized" to false alarms.

 

          Too, turnover of employees at the Kingman private prison had been high resulting in a lack of training.  One official of Management and Training Corporation indicated she was working with a staff that was basically 80 percent new due to the turnover problem   It was further reported that an excessive delay occurred in discovering the escape of the three convicts (two convicted of murder, one a double homicide) and notifying law enforcement.  In addition, it was found that operational practices at the prison often led to a gap of 15 minutes or longer during shift changes along the outside perimeter fence.
 

         Director Ryan announced an administrative investigation into ADC employees.  The internal investigation centers on why the security deficiencies that allowed the escape were not identified and reported by ADC staff.

 

         Residents Kingman and the Kingman News Media have complained that backers of their medium security private prison before it was built in 2004 do not tell their community there would be convicted murderers and violent inmates house here.  They claimed there were presently 117 inmates being held on murder convictions alone.

    

        Apparently, in part from complaints coming from the community of Kingman, State Corrections Director Ryan said 148 inmates were now moved from the Kingman facility.  He said these inmates removed "had convictions for murder or long sentences or a history of escape attempts.  The inmates will be sent to various medium security facilities throughout the department."

 

        " Until Management and Training Corporation shows the state its security practices adhere to the departments expectations, I will restrict the type of inmate housed in Kingman,” Ryan remarked.     .

 

         Ryan said he expressed is condolences to the Haas family of Oklahoma.  Gary and Linda Haas were killed and their bodies burned while camping in New Mexico.  There is forensic evidence that links the escapees to the crime. Ryan said he spoke with family and friends of the couple last week

 

         45 year old John McCluskey, the last of the three escapee convicts, who had been on the run since July 30th was taken into custody August 19th with out incident by 12 Apache County Sheriff's deputies while camping in a mountain area south of Springerville. His 44-year-old accomplice, Casslyn Welch, was also taken into custody.  Both had guns in their possession at the time of their surprised capture.  McCluskey's mother, who lives at Jake's Corner north of Roosevelt Lake, was arrested earlier for allegedly giving assistance to help him run from authorities. McCluskey also has a sister and brother who live in the Safford area.  Ms Welch had been working at the Jake's Corner gasoline station up to the day of the Kingman prison break out. 

 

      Mangement and Training Corporation’s Golden Valley (Kingman) Prison first started with 1,400 inmates five years ago and quickly expanded housing some 3,508 prisoners at the time of the escape.   Here in Arizona, the Utah based company also has been operating a private correctional center near Marana since 1994 housing 508 persons.  

 

        In addition, the company owns and operates 24 Job Corps Centers in the United States.   There are none in Arizona, and the three nearest are located in San Bernardino, California with 135 male residents and 100 female residents, Clearfield, Utah, with 840 males and 280 females and at Reno, Nevada, housing 290 male students and 255 female students.
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