
Gila County Supervisors Meeting                                              11-30-10

Gila County Board of Supervisors met Tuesday.  The first item on the agenda was a presentation by Juley Bocardo of the Gila County Personnel Department for the October Spotlight On Employees program. Beside October’s four recipients, one more employee was recognized as part of the previous month’s group. The five recognized were Denise Hansen of the Gila County Health Department; Christine Duarte of the Gila County Sheriff’s Office; Keith Johnson of the Gila County Sheriff’s Office; Denise Cox of the Gila County Treasurer’s Office, and Terri Powell of the Gila County Treasurer’s Office. Each employee chosen for recognition every month receives a $25 gift certificate to a business of their choice.

A public hearing was conducted to give Globe Miami area residents an opportunity to speak on the proposed merger of the two sanitary districts in the region. The Pinal Sanitary District, and the Cobre Valley Sanitary District are two special taxing districts created to govern sewage disposal in the Claypool and Central Heights areas. Governing Board members from the two districts were successful in having special legislation passed at the state capitol to allow for the merger of the two districts. To complete the merger, the Board of Supervisors had to authorize a special election for the voters of the two districts to decide whether or not the merger should occur. Only one member of the public spoke at the hearing. Mr. Porto of Claypool expressed concern that a strictly vote by mail election would have a poor turnout. Mr. Porto said he believed voters would think the ballot was junk mail and just throw it away.

   Gila County Elections Director Linda Eastlick reassured that vote by mail elections have shown the highest voter turnouts. Bob Zache spoke on behalf of both sanitary districts in requesting the special election. The request for an election was approved by the Board of Supervisors. The date of the election is set for Tuesday, May 17, 2011.

Upon the resignation of Justice of the Peace Patti Nolan, which was effective July of this year, the Board of Supervisors appointed Globe attorney John Perlman as interim Justice of the Peace. At that time the Board agreed to immediately appoint the winner of the November Justice of the Peace election to serve out the remainder of the year. The board followed through with that plan at Tuesday’s meeting. JP-elect Garry Goetteman was appointed to finish the current term ending on December 31 of this year, before beginning his elected term to start on January 1. Judge Peter DeNinno was initially scheduled to conduct the swearing in ceremony, but was unable to attend at the last moment. Interim JP, John Perlman, conducted the swearing-in instead.

The Supervisor next convened as the Gila County Library District Board to add the Globe Public Library to a list of Gila County libraries to receive funding from the County. Globe will receive $116,750, which remains unchanged from last year. The County is still awaiting an agreement with the San Carlos Public Library for their annual installment.

Gila County Treasurer Debi Savage presented to the board a request to award a contract with Tyler Technology for a new General Ledger Banking Software. Treasurer Savage said she was worried about adopting the new system, but hoped to start inputting information into by January. Some confusion on the actual contract amount, and an uncommitted dollar amount for the conversion services caused concern for Supervisor Dawson. Treasurer Savage and County staff could not at that time clarify the questions, so Supervisor Dawson made a motion to table the item until next week’s meeting at which time it is expected that the numbers will be certain and final. The board approved the motion to table. County Manager Don McDaniel clarified later the final contract amount will be approximately $105,000, with another $5,000 for the conversion services.

The board approved a one-time award of Public Safety Stabilization Program funds in the amount of $50,000 for overtime expenses for Sheriff's deputies. The funds come from an Intergovernmental Agreement between the Governor's Office of Economic Recovery and the Gila County Sheriff's Office. The money is from ARRA (stimulus) money.

The Consent agenda was approved without discussion. Some the items on that list included, Approval of a Support and Maintenance Agreement with HOV Services/ LASON Service Administration in the amount of $990 per year for support and maintenance on a Minolta micro fiche roll film reader that is located in the Recorder's Office; a one year extension to the asphalt contract with Payson Concrete for the Timber Region of Gila County; and a renewal of the Gila County Office of Health's agreement with Banner Health to provide maintenance and repair services for equipment.  The annual fee for the Globe Office will be $790 and $680 for the Payson Office.

The last item for discussion was the Update on Current Events. Supervisor Dawson began with a report on a teleconference call she had that morning concerning the call for bids on Job Corps facilities. The federal government is calling for the creation of two facilities to be constructed in the United States, one to be a rural facility. Supervisor Dawson is attempting to have the rural facility built in the Globe area. If she is successful, the Job Corp will be ran by the United States Forest Service, and will take in youth from across the country. The facility will be 30 acres in size to be built possibly in the pipeline recreation area. It has been reported that there will be an accompanying 30 acre Tonto National Forest office built along with it, which is currently located in the Phoenix area.

Supervisor Dawson also commented on her belief that Gila Community College needs to stay with Eastern Arizona College. She said that Senator Allen’s work to make Gila Community College an independent college will hurt the college. Dawson said that Gila County tax payers cannot afford an Independent College. Under the current contract with Eastern Arizona College, Gila County tax payers pay approximately $1.4 million annually to accreditation and other administrative services provided to Gila Community College.

The board will meet next week in either Payson or Star Valley. State Senator Sylvia Allen and Representatives-elect Brenda Barton and Chester Crandell will meet with the board and tour some facilities in the Payson area. Supervisor Dawson said she will not be in attendance for the meeting with Allen, Barton, and Crandell, but will instead stay in Globe and appear via I-TV.

Supervisor Dawson commented again that Mary Kim Titla is working for her as a consultant to help her organize her Job Corp effort this week. Dawson explained that Titla is being paid out of her constituency funds.

Some changes have occurred in the organization of county departments. Though the process is not yet final, the Gila County Health and Community Services department has been split in two. The Health department has now been put under the supervision of Dr. Matthew Bollinger M.D., who currently manages Gila County Emergency Management and Epidemiology. Community Services will remain under the supervision of Dave Fletcher. Supervisor Mike Pastor said the reorganization is an attempt to streamline and make more efficient.


