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Gila county Board of Supervisors held a special meeting on Monday due to statutory time limits on setting the tax levy rate for the fiscal year.

The first item on the agenda, however, was a presentation by David Rogers of the Gila County Election office on the county’s new Election Night Reporting System. The website will provide extensive details on results. Visitors will be able to view which candidates are leading for a race, as well as, results by precinct and vote type (meaning: votes from polling places, early ballots, and provisional ballots). As soon as polling places close on election day, the results are reported to the county, and the county uploads the results. Updates will occur throughout the night until all precincts have reported. 

   The website can be accessed by visiting the Gila County Government website, and going to the Elections page. There, a link marked Election Nigh Reporting will take to the site. The Secretary of State’s website will also contain a link to a statewide version of the Election Night Reporting System.

Next up for discussion was the Gila County property tax levy. Deputy County Manager John Nelson made the presentation. Nelson first explained how each amount of taxes are determined. Ten percent of the assessed value of a piece of property is first determined, and then divided by 100. This amount is then multiplied by the tax rate, and equals the amount of property tax owed. In his presentation, he revealed the total current assessed property value in Gila County to be approximately $568 million dollars. 21 percent of this is mines, utilities, and all other commercial property in the county. 

   Assessed valuation dropped this year by 8.6 percent. This is the first year since the economic downturn began that valuation decreased in Gila County. Nelson said that we are finally feeling the effects of the downturn, and he expects for the decline to continue for the next two to three years.

   His report also noted that there all 43 separate taxing jurisdictions in Gila County. This includes cities and towns, school districts, and other special districts. Of all the property taxes collected by Gila County, and on behalf of the other jurisdictions, 37 percent of it is by Gila County Government and deposited in the General Fund.

   Supervisor Tommie Martin thank John Nelson for his presentation, and said that Gila Counties financial status is “Due to good financial management.”

   Nelson showed the costs Gila County has had to assume from the state for certain programs due to the state’s devastating budget deficit. He said that the tax increase only covers about 60 percent of these costs. 

   Supervisor Dawson made a motion to set the tax levy at $4.19 per $100 assessed valuation, which represents a 2 percent increase from last fiscal year, the maximum allowed by law. The motion was passed unanimously. Deputy County Manager John Nelson said that Gila County has raised property taxes 2 percent each year since 2004. He noted, however, that this is less than the annual inflation rate.

Public Works Director Steve Stratton requested authorization to call for bids on a used 3 Cubic Yard Wheel Loader for the Buckhead Mesa Landfill in Payson. Stratton said the loader will be paid for out of the landfill enterprise fund, not the general fund. The measure was approved.

Some emergency landscaping, and remodeling of a staff entrance to the courthouse was approved. Steve Stratton explained to the board that due to landscaping put in when the courthouse was built over thirty years ago, moisture in collecting in parts of the first floor and basement. This moisture build up has caused a mold problem for the County Attorney’s office, which has required them to relocate to the old Gila General Hospital located on Monroe Street. To stop the problem, public works plans on removing the landscaping and pouring concrete in its place. A bit of reconstruction was also approved for the front entrance to the courthouse, and a staff only entrance on the west side of the building. Stratton said the ramp in at the front of the building is too steep to meet ADA compliance, and is being reconstructed. Also, the staff entrance was approved to be remodeled to include a ramp, and a new set of stairs. The cost of the staff entrance remodel is estimated to run about $70,000. The projects will be paid out of the Capital Improvement Fund, and are eligible to funded by the bond money as well.

Stratton reported that the county’s grant application to the U.S. Department of Transportation, round one TIGER Grant to be used in the construction of the Tonto Creek Bridge was denied. The county learned that they will have an opportunity to submit for the round two funding. Stratton said that he has two volunteer consultants looking into why the grant was rejected in order to submit the second one. September is the deadline, however, for the submission. Stratton asked the board to approve the grant application in advance due to the narrow time frame. The grant will be in the amount of $20,000 with a 5.7 percent match from the county. It was also explained that the bridge site has been moved to the “store location” for better access, and due to the flooding situation of Tonto Creek. The new location will require significantly less road construction on either side of the bridge.

A transfer of liquor license for the Antlers Café and Bar in Young was also approved. The historic building that housed Antlers burned down recently. It is believed that have been made to rebuild the Café.

On the consent agenda, Supervisor Pastor asked Melissa Buzan of the Gila County Community Action department if the new requirement to check legal residency on  assistance applications was due to Arizona’s immigration bill, SB1070. Buzan indicated that it was. She said that she has a list of acceptable forms of identification, which vary depending on which program is being applied for. Some only require a drivers license, while others will require showing a birth certificate.

   Most of the items on the consent agenda were approval of intergovernmental agreements with state agencies, including DES, Department of Commerce, and Arizona Community Action Association for further funding to county programs that provide low income assistance for utility bills, and weatherization. The various amounts total over $264,000 which will be received by Gila County.

On the Summary of Current Events, Supervisor Dawson encouraged local citizens to apply for the third annual leadership academy. She said that around 15 to 20 seats will be available, and many applications have already been received.

   Dawson also reported that the nation wide competition for a Forest Service run Job Corp will begin at the first of the year. She said Gila County will be in the running for that. Dawson also said that she will be submitting a letter to the editor on the merits of building a private prison here in Globe.

Supervisor Martin reported that $3 million has been given by the federal government toward the Four Forest Initiative in Northern Arizona. This initiative is an effort to allow industry into our forests to develop forest based products, such as chip board lumber, out of the much overgrowth. Currently, Forest Service personnel burn the cleared brush and trees.

County Manager Don McDaniel reported on his meeting with the county managers portion of the County Supervisors Association. McDaniel said that the association is in the process of developing a scholarship program in honor of Former Gila County Manager Steve Besich. A benefit Golf tournament will be held in Gold Canyon.


