
Gila County Supervisors Meeting                      

4-19-11

Gila County Board of Supervisors held their regular meeting Tuesday. 

To begin the meeting, Four employees were recognized for the March Spotlight on Employees program. The four recognized were, Linda Rodriguez, Leana Asburry, Richard Kruger, and Beckee Lee.

Two representatives of the Copper Corridor Economic Development Coalition presented an update of activities to the board. The major item of focus was a project referred to as the Ore Cart Trail. Meant to be a sort of scavenger hunt for tourists, each community in the copper corridor is encouraged to construct a representation of the community’s heritage using a historic ore cart. The Copper Corridor Economic Development Coalition reported that they receive $50,000 annually from the Pinal County Government, but acquire three times that amount in state and federal grants, as well as corporate donations.

Gila County Elections director Linda Eastlick presented principles of redistricting for approval by the board. There are only two required principles for the redrawing of county supervisor districts and Gila Community College Districts; that there be no more than ten percent difference in population between each district, and that “minority” voting rights are not hindered by an unfair amount of white population.

Six principles are laid out to be used to extent practicable. Districts lines should not be irregular and should be compact; Political subdivision boundaries should be respected when near the lines; existing voting precincts and the cores of prior supervisor and college districts; lines should be drawn to protect incumbent elected officials; preserve communities of interest; and use visible geographic features. The board approved the principles as presented.

Finance director Joe Heatherly received approval to issue a request for proposal on a new merchant services provider for Gila County. This will allow all departments in Gila County who receive money to provide debit/credit machine access. Finance Director Heatherly said it will increase the amount of revenue the county is able to collect at one time.

Community Services director Dave Fletcher requested approval for a contract with Quality Accounts, LLC to reconcile Gila County’s section 8 housing program funds with the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development. Supervisor Pastor asked Mr. Fletcher if this is something that the county could use finance staff to do in light of the financial difficulties ahead in the next two years. Fletcher responded by explaining that most housing departments in the country use a third party to do the reconciling. Supervisor Dawson agreed that this is something that could be done within the county. Finance Director Joe Heatherly reassured the board that his department could perform the task. 

   Upon further discussion, however, the board agreed that Finance is burdened down currently with many tasks bring the county up to date, and that it would be in better financial interest to contract this task out. Supervisor Dawson added that she does not want this to become a pattern of taking grant money and then hiring someone to make sure its being spent correctly. She said that is what we have a finance department for.

   The board approved the item at $1260 a year for two years.

The board approved a professional services contract with Mimi Hurtado Consulting in the amount of $4,500 from April 19, 2011, to May 31, 2011. The service will be used to determine whether the federally funded Workforce Investment Act is in non-compliance in any area. The program is ran through the Central Arizona Association of Governments, Pinal/Gila Local Workforce Investment Area. Barbara Valencia who operates the program said the money will come from the WIA budget.

The board approved the ratification of the chairman’s signature on a grant program application for the purchase of a lift-equipped cutaway van and one minivan without a lift to be used by the Gest program. This program transports developmentally disabled clients to employment opportunities. The cost of the vehicles will be $88,154, with a $10, 714 county match.

Director of the GEST program, Dave Cadell, asked for ratification on another grant program application. This time on a new four door, long bed, four wheel drive truck. Supervisor Dawson question Mr. Cadell on the need of a four wheel drive. Cadell replied that a number of avenues were considered, including getting stuck twice at the landfill, trips to Payson, retrieving clients from disaster areas, and transporting during snow conditions. Supervisor Dawson said she is not buying his logic for a 4 x 4. Dawson said there is a nice highway to Payson; if there is a problem getting stuck at the Landfill, then the landfill needs to be looked at; and that she is not aware of any clients in areas prone to disaster conditions. Mr. Cadell continued to make his case to the board for a four wheel drive truck, but Supervisor Martin agreed with Dawson that with gas reaching four or five dollars a gallon, a four wheel drive is not justifiable. 

   Supervisor Dawson prepared to make a motion to authorize an application for a two wheel drive truck, but expressed further frustration when she realized that Mr. Cadell had already submitted an application to ADOT for the vehicle prior to board consideration. Mr. Cadell said he would talk to ADOT and attempt to have the application amended for a two wheel drive truck. Dawson made a motion to approve the submission of an application for a four door, long bed, two wheel drive truck, and the board unanimously approved it.

The board approved a grant award in the amount of $176,924 to purchase the property of Bruce and Brenda Pool in Tonto Basin. The Pool’s property has been the subject of multiple floodings as a result of Tonto Creek A grading with silt. Supervisor Tommie Martin has explained in previous meetings that the back up of silt is caused by the constructing of Roosevelt Lake and Dam. The Pool’s participated in the FEMA flood insurance program, but still had to go through over two years of working with FEMA with the assistance of Matt Bolinger and the Emergency Management staff to finally obtain the grant. The grant covers 100 percent of the cost of purchase of the property and demolition of the existing structure.

The board authorize the Chairman's signature on the seven applications to the Arizona Public Service Schools and Government Program for solar energy funding in coordination with PV Advanced Concepts at no up-front capital investment by Gila County. This is a follow up to a March 29 presentation explaining how Gila County can utilize solar panels to provide the majority of energy usage for all Gila County Facilities.

A Line Extension Agreement was approved with APS in the amount of $30,579.44 to bring utilities to the new public works facilities in Little Acres. Public Works director Steve Stratton said the cost will be split between the county half cent sales tax dedicated to transportation and the bond money account.

The board approved a professional services contract with Terrane Engineering Corporation in the amount of $1,950. The consulting contract is for further soil analysis on the Pine Creek Canyon road project located in Pine, AZ. Roads Department manager Steve Sanders said that he is concerned that the soil may require further strengthening and stabilizing before construction.

The last item on the regular agenda was approval of a contract with Creative Communications in the amount of $990 to add another ten foot antenna on the Mt Ord Flood Warning Communications tower, due to the amount of frequency traffic currently on the tower.

Two items were held off the consent agenda for public discussion. Item H was amended to May 12 and 13 to the days requested for use of the Gila County Fairgrounds for the Copper Dust Stampede Rodeo and a waiver of fees. The rodeo will take place on May 14 and 15.

Item L on the consent agenda pertaining to personnel reports was held off at the request of Supervisor Dawson. Supervisor Dawson used to opportunity to read a letter of resignation by Mary Kim Titla. The letter thanked Gila County for the opportunity and explained that she has received a full time position with the San Carlos School District in administration.

After the approval of items H and L, the remainder of the consent agenda was approved.


