
Gila County Primary Election Results Canvassed     8-31-10

Gila County Board of Supervisors met Tuesday.

First item for  action on the agenda was to canvass the election results. Elections Director Linda Eastlick reported that Gila County had a very sad voter turnout rate of only 36.64 percent, this, however, was still higher than the statewide average of 30.08 percent. 6774 early ballots were cast, representing 59 percent of voters who participated in the August 24 election. 593 provisional ballots were cast. Mrs. Eastlick says rural addressing issues are largely at fault for such a high percentage of Provisional ballots.

   Redistricting was discussed briefly, which will begin in mid 2011. Supervisor Dawson suggested the need to combine some voting precincts for the sake of operating polling places with extremely low voter turnout. Director Eastlick said that the state redistricting commission will rework the legislative and Congressional boundaries first, then the supervisors will have to appoint a committee of citizens to aid in Gila County district lines, including precincts.

   Following the report, the board voted to approve the canvass, making the results within Gila County official. Director Eastlick thanked the County Recorders office for their quick handling of the ballots.

County Treasurer Debbie Savage requested the board to authorize advertisement for bids on a General Ledger Treasurer’s Banking Software and Support. Treasurer Savage told the board that the current one is severely antiquated, and a new one will make her office compatible with the rest of the county.

Next was a presentation by County Personnel Director Berthan DeNero. Gila County offers their employees a Flexible Spending Account benefit program. The program allows employees to hold out a percentage of their paycheck before taxes to be used on such items and prescription drug expenses and child daycare. The currently contracted company wanted to start charging administrative fees for managing the money for Gila County. The American Family Life Assurance Company (Aflac) offered to manage the County flexible spending accounty with no administrative fees. The board unanimously approved the contract which will be renewed on an annual basis.

The last action item on the agenda was to approve an intergovernmental agreement (IGA) between Gila County and the Tonto Basin School District. The agreement allows Tonto Basin Schools to  park their busses at the Gila County Tonto Basin facility, and also purchase fuel from the county for the busses. The agreement is good for five years. Public Works director Steve Stratton explained that a previous agreement had been in place, but had expired. He said the county has a good relationship with Tonto Basin Schools, and they help the county during times of flooding. The board approved the IGA.

During the Summary of Current events portion, Supervisor Dawson that ADOT approved a contract to pave 3 miles of the Young Rd in the amount of $1.13 million dollars.

At the end of the meeting Supervisor Pastor announced a congratulations to Supervisor Dawson and her husband, Judge Edd Dawson, on their 47th wedding anniversary.

One last item remained after the regular meeting. A work session was scheduled for discussion of amendments to the Gila County Flood Plain Ordinance. Public notice was published in the local newspapers to receive public comment on the amendments, but none were received. Contract consultant Darde DeRoulhac advised the board that he has incorporated the most lenient wording in favor of the public as he could. Information about the changes, and about flood plain status will be made available on the county website. It was noted that many people think that their homeowners insurance covers flooding, but insurance companies have explained that if the water touches the ground first (meaning rain), they are not responsible. Federal flood insurance is available, but not very affordable, according to the consultant. The board directed Steve Sanders and Mr. DeRoulhac to go ahead and post the next sixty day notice on the website, and move forward with the ordinance.


