Councilman Terry Wheeler Outlines 

Opposition to Private Prison Project             07/22/10
This letter is being writing in response to 7/14/10 Silver Belt article, "The Proposed Private Prison", and my take on it. 

Globe to most of us is a unique and special place to live, raise children and grow old. We all know it has the location, climate, natural resources and beauty that brought the early settlers who stayed and built a self supported community of strong, independent citizens that relied on themselves and the Good Lord Himself for their needs. I believe those qualities are still reflected in our citizens of today, many of whom are descendants of those pioneers. We also know that our location, if marketed properly will attract the kind of industry that will uplift this community, not give it a black eye like prisons do. 

Unfortunately we are somewhat limited on what we can do because our land resources are limited by US Forest management of our lands. Water limitations result from historic water rights issues over which we have little control at this time. That being said, it is extremely important then, for us to be very choosy on the industry (ies) we bring to Globe. Do we want them to add to our quality of life or detract from it? We all want jobs and the right kind of growth. I believe it's up to you the citizens of this community to express the kind of growth you want. Globe is your city; you all need to be involved. 

Although we are limited in our land, water is the critical resource that we have to carefully plan for and allocate to new uses. Presently the City has a 2500 acre-foot Gila River water right of which about 1600 acre feet are currently being used. This means that there is about 900 acre feet available at this time. The City recently completed a NE Corridor development study/plan using Wildan Engineering Consultants. This study shows that to fully develop this area we will need an additional 1100 acre feet of water when we only have 900 acre feet of uncommitted water at the present time. The proposed prison will use, annually, 100 ac ft or more and the Job Corp another 30 to 50 ac. ft. That doesn't leave us much to develop the Corridor and bring in higher paying jobs. 

The city of Globe helps to fund the Economic Development Corporation (EDC), through bed tax. EDC is charged with the task of marketing our area to bring in new industry, i.e., manufacturing, higher educational centers and/or business centers to provide higher paying skilled jobs and additional markets for local businesses. 

I have been told by some reliable sources that EDC has spent nearly $400,000 dollars in the last year or so and with that have brought us a prison. To do that they had to go to Texas and hire a CEO who brought in a Texan that deals prisons around the world and has a rap sheet long as a Kansas well rope. This reminds me of the story of the owner of a very nice beef steak restaurant telling his supplier to bring him the best prime beef available and after at a 2 week binge the guy shows up with a truck load of road kill. 

In the beginning ... It started badly when Melissa Woodall, EDC Director brought Mr. James Parkey, Corplan Corrections and Mr. Michael Moore, Emerald Correctional to the City Council meeting to propose the prison. We were told that they specialized in 

bringing prisons to towns badly needing a financial fix. Their proposal lacked sufficient knowledge of the prison location, utility sources, land status or other pertinent factors associated with their proposal. Not only that, their initial proposal regarding the source of funds, supposedly supplied by the State, to build and staff the prison with its huge payoff to the City, was full of holes and purposely misleading. In my opinion, their proposal, if not a scam, was down right bogus. How can you build something valid based on mistruths and lies? The answer is you can't. 

Following these initial proposals Councilman Baker and I were able to research Parkey and Moore's business dealings, which are extensive and full of ethical challenges. The fact that Parkey and Moore have very troubling resumes has not deterred EDC, several Councilmen and the Mayor, who still want to do business with them. 

Why prisons in the first place? We have a State Prison that functions well, but it is State run. We're told private prisons don't pay well, because of cost, the staff is not sufficiently trained to do the job; that because of low pay and poor working conditions staff turnover tends to be high. We have, also, been told this will be a medium to high security prison. 

Payment by the State to whoever holds the bond (we do not know who that will be yet) is based on a per capita (inmates) basis, however, there is no real guarantee from the State that the prison population will always be sufficient to cover costs and mortgage payments. So if the City were to hold the bond we could be in deep trouble. 

Companies like Parkey's prey on cities and towns experiencing economic problems. They offer the solution to your problem in the form of a package that includes a prison. They not only will bring you a prison, they will design it, find you the financing, and build it with their team. After the financing is in place, they do their magic, pay themselves millions out of the bond and walk away with the bond holder (city, county, IDA,?) trying to manage a prison using an unknown management company. 

EDC says that this prison with 200 jobs will greatly reduce our unemployment. This, however, is not the case here in the Globe, Miami and San Carlos area. The sad fact is that way too many of our resident young potential employees cannot pass the drug tests. Therefore, people from outside the area are recruited. Our housing costs are higher than these jobs pay, making it necessary for many of these employees to have to car pool from elsewhere to work in Globe. This is similar to what is going on at the mines and the State prison. We were told Private Prison pay is about $8.00 or $9.00 per hour. 

Fast forward to today. I have been told, EDC has convinced Gila County IDA to sell junk bonds to finance a maximum-security private prison for up to 1000 prisoners to the tune of about $36 million dollars. Corplan and Emerald submitted a bid to the State RFP regarding new prisons; they now say that it will provide 200 low paying jobs and a new sewer line to town for the City. Now, how good is that? Everyone standup and applaud EDC for selling us down the creek for "30 pieces of silver". 

I have been given a copy of a study from The University of Colorado by one of our Globe neighbors regarding prison impact on small towns. Basically it shows that towns with prisons are, for the most part, not financially advantaged over non-prison towns. 

However, there are some other negatives that, until reading this document, had not occurred to us. A Globe prison with Arizona inmates may see an increase in population from family members wanting to be close to junior. Some of these might add to the local police business activity. Another negative aspect that showed up in Colorado with the private prisons was the additional load on the county court system to handle problems arising from inmates fighting, etc. This study can be made available to those who would like a copy. Call the city hall and ask Valerie Hereford for a copy. 928-425-7140 XT 24 

In conclusion, it is my opinion that we must save our resources for the highest and best development uses. Prisons and Job Corps are not the best uses for our water. Prisons tend to negatively impact our ability to recruit more desirable forms of business activity. The Job Corp, on the other hand, has a benefit where there are resources available as is the case at San Carlos at the old Job Corp site. There is a process in place by which FS, BLM and Park Service Job Corps can be placed on Reservations. 

I believe most of us want to bring in reputable companies with high paying jobs and a history of honest business practices. We certainly don't need more Government, which tends to suck the life out of its surroundings, i.e. USFS/Globe. 

Councilman Baker and I are the only Councilmen strongly opposed to this prison. It would have been much easier for the both of us to go along with the good 'ole boys supporting this proposal, saying we were helping the community, for what ever we could get out of it, instead of standing up for what we believe right and is best for the long term health and well-being for our City. 

Please let us know if you feel that we are on the right track or not. We have had much positive support on this issue but it is still too quiet out there. Maybe you want Globe to be known as a prison 1 government town instead of a great place to be free and work at good paying jobs. I believe we have to concentrate on one or the other. 

I'm told there will be hearings on this prison, if the Globe site is selected. If you want to waste your water for very little benefit to our community don't show up. But if you want to try to help us make our resources work for this community and create a place to attract good paying jobs, then please turn out to oppose the prison and support those of us trying to represent the people of Globe, the best we know how. 

Sincerely, 

Terry Wheeler Councilman, District 1
