
Senate Task Force On GCC                                            6-16-10 Independence Meets In Globe    

The Senate task force on provisional community college statutes held their second meeting in Globe Wednesday. The purpose of the taskforce is to determine what is necessary in order for Gila Community College to become an independent stand-alone college. Currently, GCC is a provisional college under the charter of Thatcher based Eastern Arizona College. GCC pays 25 percent of its funds to EAC as part of their current status, as well as all Costs EAC incurs in Gila Community College’s operation. Gila Community staff is considered EAC employees, and only EAC has the power to hire and fire.

The taskforce was created at the ushering of Senator Sylvia Allen. Members of the committee include Supervisor Mike Pastor, GCC Board member Tom Loeffler, Arizona Tax Research Association president Kevin McCarthy, Freeport McMoRan representative Jay Spehar, president of Northland Pioneer College Dr. Jeanne Swarthout, Gila County Superintendent of Schools Dr. Linda O’Dell, Payson resident Dan Haapala, GCC Board president Bob Ashford, and GCC Dean Dr. Steve Cullen.

The taskforce divided themselves into two subcommittees; one focusing on the issue of accreditation, the other focusing on the applicable state statutes. Dr. Cullen presented what information he gathered since the first taskforce meeting in May concerning accreditation. Currently, his report suggests that gaining independent accreditation will take 5 to 10 years. Some of the factors in gaining this status is adequate operational staff, and adequate funding. Dr. Cullen said that both ends must be willing to fund this; the taxpayers and the state. Cullen said that recently the GCC board increased tuition by 30 percent, but state funding and tax valuation continues to go down. He noted that all GCC staff members are taking furloughs, which is a 20 percent reduction in salary.

GCC board member Tom Loeffler gave the presentation on state statutes affecting the college’s current provisional status and intended independent status. Loefler suggested that new legislation could be designed avoiding having to change any of the current ones. Jay Spehar suggested, though it is not the mission of the task force, ironing out the many inequities in funding and regulation currently in state law could help tremendously in this effort.

The group agreed that the road to stand alone status must be done in stages over several years to come. One of those stages may be partnering with a different community college with a similar layout as Gila Community to help get through the process. 

It was made clear that this subject is a very complicated and multi-faceted, and often contradictory. The task force will continue to meet once a month for many months yet to come. The next meeting is scheduled for Payson on Tuesday, July 21at 2 p.m.

Senator Allen thanked the members for having a positive attitude. She said, “It is going to be hard, but we can do it”.


