The Dangers Around Us, Let’s not Forget

A Gila County Sheriff’s Deputy took a report from a subject who advised he was assaulted after picking up two Native Americans’ in the area of Ice House Canyon on Saturday. 

The Suspects took over the vehicle and left the victim in the area of the Casino. The victim’s blue 1986 Volvo is still missing. The Sheriff’s Office is investigating this case. 

This recent incident should act as scary reminder of the 2008 killing of U.S Army Iraqi War Veteran Arron Tierno who went missing from the Globe area on August 28, 2008. 

His car was found burned on the San Carlos Indian Reservation on September 3, his body found near San Carlos Lake 5 days later. He had died from a single gunshot wound to the head.

Gila County Sheriff’s Detectives Terry Belvins and Virgil Dodd had determined in their investigation that one of the men had asked Tierno for a ride in the McDonalds parking lot in east Globe. 

The victim gave the suspect a ride to a home on the reservation at which time he and another man shot and killed him.

Because Aaron's body was found on the reservation, the BIA completely took over the case! They, in essence, locked out the Gila County Sheriff’s Detectives and the FBI.

Aaron’s parents, Greg & Jill Delezynski, said that Gila County Detectives kept in constant contact with them regarding the investigation, but the BIA refused to stay in contact with them after they took over. One BIA agent telling Aaron’s father that he was too busy to answer any questions and that they were bothering him. 

The BIA had the first opportunity to start an investigation Aaron’s disappearance when his burnt out car was found on the reservation. Instead they took over a week to even report the incident to other authorities.

Aaron’s father told us that they have a copy of the official Gila County report that shows that the BIA investigator lied to the County investigators. They say they also know that on the one occasion that the County detectives accompanied the BIA on a search of the suspects home, that the BIA called ahead of time a warned the suspects of the impending search.

During the court trial, The BIA investigator made deliberate statements that allowed the defendants to receive a much lesser punishment than would otherwise have been given.

Aaron’s family and many others in the community believe that If not for the diligence and tenacity of officers Blevins and Dodd and the Gila County Sheriff’s office, there NEVER would have been an investigation at all, let alone any outcome.

It was only through the determination of Tierno’s devastated family and the Gila County Sheriff’s Office, that 23-year-old Melvin Nash and 20-year-old Mason Henry were found guilty in the death of their son, Aaron Tierno. 

Both were sentence to just over 20 years in prison. 

It is a well-known fact crimes committed on the San Carlos Reservation are often never investigated or prosecuted, and that the victim’s families are denied information and ultimately justice.

Some say there is nothing worse than loosing a loved one is such a violent manner, but that’s not true. It is worse to loose someone is such a way and never know the facts or to have the people responsible brought to justice. 

When we contacted Aaron's family today to get some information they said, “We don't mind your contacting us regarding this matter. If we can help even one person from suffering what our family has, we would be pleased.”

